GolrGraquer

This time we will discuss the
OFF SIDE rule and how it applies!

This rule exists to ensure that a player does not
deliberately gain an unfair advantage in the approach to

the next hoop in a turn.

For instance let’s say that BLUE is in position to run HOOP 1 and it is REDS turn
to shoot. Red attempts to shoot blue away but misses and ends up very close to
HOOP 2. Black shoots yellow away and yellow decides to go half way. Blue now
runs hoop 1.

Here’s the situation: It is now red’s turn to play, but red is already up near hoop 2,
well past the half-way point, and may even be in position to run hoop 2.

While this is a great advantage for red, it is deemed to be at an unfair advantage by
the rules (and opponents), and a penalty has to be applied in order to level the
playing field, so to speak!

The opposition now has the option of directing red to a penalty point, or to leave it
where it is. In this case red would be directed to the eastern border penalty point,
furthest away from hoop 2, and must shoot from there.

So, be prepared to suffer a penalty if your ball is more than half way towards the
next hoop when the current hoop is run, and plan to avoid this situation when you
shoot (and miss).

Now, how could this rule be used to advantage ...?

The off side rule has a sub-clause stating that your ball is not off side if it reached
its position off or by an opponent’s ball.

This is important to understand!
If you reached a point of advantage through no fault of yours, you are not off side!

Let’s go back to the original shot where red is attempting to shoot blue away, only
this time red just grazes blue, shifting it only marginally, but still ends up close to
hoop 2.

Red cannot now be regarded as off side!
Why? - Because it ended up there ‘off’ and opponents ball!

Even though it only shifted blue very slightly, it still touched blue and red is now
immune from a claim of being off side.

So, if you realize that you have little chance of preventing the opponent from
scoring the current hoop, you could, deliberately, shoot your ball up to the next
hoop. And, so long as it touches an opponent ball on the way you will not be off
side when the current hoop is run! Ask Graham Innocent for a demonstration.
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- | am looking forward to this
2010 year, getting back having fun
playing our weekly games of croquet.
We had a lovely Christmas spell
catching up with family and enjoying
the welcome rain.
Our courts are in top condition after
being professionally scarified,
fertilised, top dressed and leveled by
our good green keepers, and finally marked out with
the help of Leon and our son Ben.

I hope everyone is enthusiastic as | am enjoying our
great game of croquet and friendship. Dot
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- | second our president’s
enthusiasm about our excellent courts. If your ball is
not running straight now, it will be hard to blame the
lawns. They really are in very good shape and well
worth taking advantage, especially now the weather
has decided to being pleasant.

Our first meeting for the year was held on 22nd and
we can report that our club has purchased 6 new card
tables for the Masonic Village Hall. They replace the
old unsafe tables which are now stored at the club and
available to anyone interested, free of charge.

, Graham, raised the
subject of rules as applicable to Golf Croquet. In
order to ensure a fair game, and, to make sure we
can invite other clubs to come and compete,
| members are encouraged to familiarise
- themselves with the rules of the game.
Graham will be available most mornings to
give short demonstrations and explain the finer points,
especially in relation to "double taps’ and penalties.

Your newsletter is edited and published by Ben Vang (and it's OK if you don’t agree with him)!

Location:

City Bowling Club
Wingewarra St, Dubbo
P.O. Box 1881
Dubbo NSW 2830
President:

Mrs Dorothy O’Mally
Ph 6885 6633
Secretary:

Mr Ben Vang
Ph 6884 1017
bvang@bigpond.net.au
Treasurer:

Mr Leon O’Mally
Ph 6885 6633

D=2 Club
Calendar

~ 2010 ~
19th March - Cards

¢ 29th March - 2pm

Monthly Club Meeting
16th April - Cards

¢ 26th April - 2pm

Monthly Club Meeting
15th May - Cards

¢ 24th May - 2pm

Monthly Club Meeting

Sat. 19th JUNE - AGM
This will we a new and
social format with a
luncheon and games
following the AGM.
More detail to come!




- why would you want to use one? If you will bear with me | will relate
a couple of reasons. My parents are fortunately still in excellent health and capable
of looking after them selves despite the advanced years of 85 and 90. Trouble was,
they live on the top side world (in Denmark to be
_ o precise) while 1 live “‘down under’ in Dubbo, Australia.

A few years ago, after a little persevering and the help
§ of my brother in Denmark, we reconnected via the
scary internet. We are now able to keep in touch -
instantly - with pictures, emails and occasional ‘live’

{ video. All done by computer!

1 Of course we still use the good old ‘steam telephone’
-] for a quick natter, but the internet has provided us with
additional communication previously unheard of.

| Because | had to keep on top of technology, | have

A been playing with computers from mid 1980, much to
the annoyance of my dear wife - computer widow was
| a term used. That was until email became generally

| useful and a way to connect with a large number of
people - without the need for envelopes and stamps.

My dear better half could not see why | would bother - UNTIL one day a managed to
persuade her to have a look at how I now kept in touch with some 300 technicians all
over the world and exchanged ideas and helped each other - daily and instantly!
Oooohhhhh ... is THAT what you can use it for, she said, and it seemed like a light
bulb turned on. For she had only just learned that a group of quilters were connecting
via the interned, and my wife was a keen quilter - the term "quilting widow’ could be
used about me! | got edged out of my seat in front of ‘'my’ computer and got enlisted
by Rhonda to help her connect to this quilting group on the interned.

It didn’t take long before | had to invest in a ‘business’ computer if there was going

to be any chance of me being able to maintain MY group w

connection, and so it came to pass.

My business is very specialised, and had it not been for the
development of the computer and the ease of connecting via the
internet, | probably wouldn’t be making a living now.

Health problems and age prevented me from gaining paid
employment, so self-employment was necessary. With the ability
to marked my skills and services via the internet Dubbo was still
the best place to be, because now clients from all over Australia
could find and reach me for their specialist camera repair needs.
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My wife and | now use the computer daily to connect, research, and make purchases,
but best of all it provides us with a modern way to keep in touch with our much
younger family members, all of whom would be hard pressed to use pen and paper!
So | guess what | am saying is - if my parent can do it, age is not a barrier.  Ben.

While on the subject of internet
and computers | should mention
that Dubbo City Croquet Club is
now listed on Country Croquet’s
website with information and
pictures. Most country croquet
clubs are listed here and it is a
quick way to get the latest
information about all things
Croquet, what is on where, and who-is-who, etc.
Here’s the website address:
http://countrycroquet.hl.com.au/
Click on “Clubs’ or “News’ or on ‘Dubbo’ near the top.

is being posted to all members
for the second time. It is not a great expense,
nevertheless it is an expense and costs the club about
$1.50 per copy.
We can continue posting, or we can save money by
opting for a different way of distributing it. Therefore
there is a separate survey enclosed and we ask you all
to please complete and return it to the secretary before
the next monthly meeting.

is being planned a social
event with a luncheon and games. More details later,
but suggestions would be most appreciated.

+", The Card Roster

It was with sadness we
learned of the passing of
Lucy Mary Smart on
14th February 2010 at the
age of 96.

Mary was a Life Member
of Dubbo City Croquet
Club and served on the
board as treasurer 1972-
75, as secretary several
times: 1978-81, 1984-87,
and 1990-93.

Mary will be fondly
remembered by those
who were fortunate
enough to know her.

Dates 2010 Hostesses Plate provided by
J. Poulton R. Eastburn, M. Lewer,
19th March B. Heffernan S. Ballard, M. Abbott,
E. Dalrymple J. Barry
D. Green R. Fuller, D. Heywood,
16th April H. Stewart M. Sheridan, M. Grant,
G. Stewart N. MacCullagh
B. Stanley L. Logan, L. Beazley,
16th May P. Tratt S. Henderson, N. Hill,
D. O'Mally R. Walsh




